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1. Purpose of this report 
 
1.1 Update on the activity planned in the region before and during the 2021 United 

Nations Climate Change Conference (Conference of the Parties 26 – COP26).   
 
2. Information 
 
2.1 The COP 26 UN Climate Change Conference, hosted by the UK in partnership 

with Italy, will take place from 31 October to 12 November 2021 in the Scottish 
Event Campus (SEC) in Glasgow. ‘The Parties’ are the governments which 
have signed the UN Framework Convention of Climate Change (UNFCCC). 
The COP brings these signatory governments together once a year to discuss 
how to jointly address climate change. It is attended by world leaders, 
ministers, and negotiators but also by representatives from civil society, 
business, international organisations, and the media. 

 
2.2 COP26 is a critical summit for global climate action. To have a chance of 

limiting warming to 1.5 degrees, global emissions must halve by 2030 and 
reach ‘net-zero’ by 2050. The 2021 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 



Change (IPCC) report underscores it is still possible to achieve the 1.5-
degree-target but only if unprecedented action is taken now.  

 
2.3 The Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) submitted by nations in 2015 

were collectively not ambitious enough to even limit global warming to ‘well 
below’ 2 degrees. However, the signatories of the Paris Agreement are 
expected to submit new – and more ambitious – NDCs every five years, 
known as the ‘ratchet mechanism’. 

 
2.4 COP26 is the first test of this ambition-raising function. One of the main 

‘benchmarks for success’ is that as many governments as possible submit 
new NDCs and, when put together, these are ambitious enough to put the 
world on track for ‘well below’ 2 degrees, preferably 1.5 degrees. 

 
2.5 A successful outcome in Glasgow also requires developed countries to honour 

a promise they made back in 2009 of mobilizing $100 billion per year by 2020 
to support climate action in developing countries. The official figures for 2020 
will not be available until 2022, but it is clear the goal was not met last year. 

2.6 Strengthening the ability to adapt to climate change impacts is another 
important element of COP26, as is the question of how to deal with economic 
and non-economic harms caused by climate change impacts which cannot be 
avoided through adaptation or mitigation, known as ‘loss and damage’. 

2.7 Discussions often focus on mobilising finance but it is also important that 
parties make progress on other issues such as the Paris Agreement’s ‘global 
goal on adaptation’ which, at present, is vaguely formulated. 

2.8  The COP26 programme is detailed in Appendix 1. World leaders will meet on 
1 and 2 November, followed by themed days out to the close of negotiations 
on 12 November. 

 
2.9 The key aims of the United Nations and host countries for COP26 are to reach 

an agreement, through negotiation, on how to: 

 secure global net zero by 2050 and keep 1.5°C within reach; 

 adapt to protect communities and natural habitats; 

 mobilise finance; and  

 work together to deliver.  

 
2.10 The UK’s domestic campaign for COP26, funded by the Department for 

Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), is branded as Together for 
Our Planet.  

 
West Yorkshire at COP26  

2.11  The Mayor has been invited by Cllr Susan Aitken, Leader of Glasgow City 
Council, to a UK100 and Glasgow City Council-hosted networking reception 
for UK local leaders on 10 November at COP26. 

https://together-for-our-planet.ukcop26.org/
https://together-for-our-planet.ukcop26.org/


2.12 On 11 November the Mayor will attend a national and international Metro 
Mayors event (hosted by Glasgow City Council), with mayors discussing the 
role of cities and regions in the green economic recovery. The attendance of 
the mayor provides the platform for her to champion what West Yorkshire is 
doing to tackle the climate emergency and share the West Yorkshire Climate 
and Environment Plan – mobilising partnerships to deliver. 

2.13 The MJ and Local Partnerships are hosting a podcast series during COP26, 
designed for local authorities seeking to understand the implications of COP26 
and to decode what the high-level statements mean for local government. The 
podcasts will be 45-60 minutes long and feature a combination of reporting, 
opinions and interviews. Ben Still (the Combined Authority’s Managing 
Director) has been invited to speak at the third in the series and will spotlight 
what have we learned from the COP.  

2.14 Liz Hunter (the Combined Authority’s Director for Policy and Development) 
has been invited to speak at a DecarboN8 live, in-person event at the UK 
Universities Network Innovation Showcase during COP26, title 'Real Zero in a 
Hurry: key messages and reflections on transport decarbonisation'. 
 

Regional Green Zone 

2.15 BEIS are funding several local authority-led Regional Green Zone events 
during the COP26 fortnight, to showcase local activity and projects to public, 
delegations and investors. The events will help to motivate and inspire people 
to join the race to net-zero and cut their carbon emissions. Event activity must 
be aligned with the themes outlined in the COP26 programme (Appendix 1).  

 
2.16 The Northeast and Yorkshire Energy Hub ran a competition to determine 

where the events are held in its area. The Combined Authority and West 
Yorkshire local authorities have been successful with an application for 
£19,500 (from a maximum of £20,000) for five events, one in each area, as set 
out below. Local authorities will share the funding and are required to match 
the funding secured either directly or through in-kind contributions. 

 Friday 5 November (theme: Youth and Public Empowerment) 

Calderdale – A youth facing public engagement event held at 
Todmorden College.  

Leeds – A green careers event focused on raising awareness and 
inspiring secondary-age young people to consider a future career in the 
low carbon economy.  

 Thursday 11 November (theme: Cities, Regions & Built Environment) 

Kirklees – An event showcasing the new Kirklees Climate Commission 
linked to the official launch of the Commission to demonstrate effective 
local, place-based carbon reduction and awareness.  

Wakefield – An event to showcase the pilot urban greening project. 

Bradford – An event to launch the development plans for Yorkshire 
Water’s Esholt Treatment Works (subject to planning decision).  

 



2.17 Local authorities are responsible for organising and hosting their Regional 
Green Zone events and activities, supported by the Combined Authority.   

 
3. Tackling the Climate Emergency Implications  
 
3.1 The West Yorkshire Climate and Environment Plan is due to be launched in 

October 2021. It sets out what actions the region will take in the next three 
years to tackle the climate and environment emergencies.  

 
3.2  Some of the key headlines for action are: 

 Communications, engagement and marketing campaigns 

 Green Skills and Training  

 Energy efficiency retrofit for homes 

 Nature recovery 

 Better, sustainable neighbourhoods.  

 
3.3 The regional Green Zone activities fit the objectives of the Plan and will help to 

inspire people to take action against climate change and support nature. 
 
4. Inclusive Growth Implications 
 
4.1 It is crucial that transitioning to a net zero carbon economy reduces inequality 

in West Yorkshire. It cannot be the cause of further inequality for our most 
excluded and deprived groups and communities. To that extent inclusive 
growth goals and outcomes coming from COP26 commitments, including 
green jobs and skills, will be considered in the detailed design of activities in 
the West Yorkshire Climate and Environment Plan. Indicators measuring 
progress against the Plan will incorporate inclusive growth dimensions. 

 
5. Equality and Diversity Implications 
 
5.1 Meeting net zero carbon and transitioning to a net zero carbon economy 

should be equitable and not be at the expense of any groups or communities, 
including those in high carbon intensive jobs and sectors. To that extent 
equality and diversity goals and outcomes coming from COP26 commitments 
will be considered in the detailed design of activities in the West Yorkshire 
Climate and Environment Plan. 

 
5.2 All policies will be subject to Equality Impact Assessments, and there will be 

equality and diversity dimensions to all indicators to ensure progress is being 
made and inequalities are not widened. 

 
6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 The Combined Authority submitted the Regional Green Zone application on 

behalf of the West Yorkshire local authorities, to increase the region’s chances 
of securing funding. The Combined Authority is not organising an event itself 
and has requested that finding grants be awarded directly to each of the local 
authorities. 



 
7. Legal Implications 
 
7.1 There are no legal implications directly arising from this report. 
 
8. Staffing Implications 
 
8.1 There are no staffing implications directly arising from this report. 
 
9. External Consultees 
 
9.1 No external consultations have been undertaken. 
 
10. Recommendations 
 
10.1 The Committee is asked to note the upcoming activity.  
 
11. Background Documents 
  

None. 
 

12. Appendices 
 
 Appendix 1 – COP26 Presidency Programme 
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